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Officers
President

Bunny Horner
815-463-0330
Bunny.horner@comcast.net
Vice President

Kathy Root
708-207-1075
kathyfederico@hotmail.com
Treasurer
Ron Harn
708-301-2671
jharn@ameritech.net
Secretary
Denise Sanstrom 
815-472-2847
gsanstrom@juno.com

Board of Directors
Susan Collins 2014-2016
708-599-7581
rosscollins@hotmail.com
Suzanne Huml-Kyle 2014-2015
708-479-1320
suzanne_huml-kyle@sbcglobal.net
Diane Harn 2014
708-301-2671
aa_plus@ameritech.net
Chris Sanstrom 2014
815-472-2847
gsanstrom@juno.com

Sheryl Lawman 2014
815-258-3499

Delegate Directors
Gail Wiot
773-599-6116
bearhorses@yahoo.com (Contact any officer or director

If you wish to be a new member.)

Happy Birthday to: 
Terri Anderson, Sept 18
Chris Sanstrom Sept 24
Evelyn Dik Sept 30
Karen Marnie Oct 2
Laura Ramsey Oct 2
Luke Hawkins Oct 11
Denise Sanstrom Oct 13
Alan Baker Oct 18
Sue Collins Oct 20
Mike Dryoel Oct 22
Hannah Bess Oct 23

On The Cover Spotlight

Guess Who I am?
I used to show stick horse 
when I was 2 and showing  
halter was my favorite 
especially with “Rebel”. I’m 21 
now and a dressage manager.

Q. What did the horse say when it fell? 
A. "I've fallen and I can't giddyup!“
Ref: www.kidspot.com



• MEETINGS:
• SEPT 16: ABU GENERAL 

MEETING 7pm at Sue Collins’
home. 708-599-7581

• OCT 14: ABU GENERAL 
MEETING at Gattos Restaurant. 
Rt 30 & Schoolhouse Rd.        
New Lenox, IL. 7pm

• HORSE SHOWS
•
• ABU PRE-ENTRY DEADLINE AUG 29TH.

SEPT 7: ALL PERFORMANCE 
OPEN SHOW in conjunction with 
AQHA Introductory Show,     
Francis Field.  801 E Francis Rd            
New Lenox, IL.                         
Laura Verink  708-557-0896

• SEPT 7: HAPPY NOTE TACK 
SHOPPE Hosts OPEN SHOW. 
10623 Cline Av. Crown Point, IN 
219-365-4483

• SEPT 21: HORSE PROMOTERS 
OPEN HORSE SHOW, Francis 
Field, New Lenox, IL. Lynn 
Richardson    708-301-1005

• SEPT 28: HAPPY NOTE TACK 
SHOPPE Hosts: OPEN SHOW.

• Sept 28: PHHA  OPEN HORSE 
SHOW, Francis Field, New Lenox, 
IL. Sue Collins 708-599-7581

• SEPT 28: HAPPY NOTE TACK 
SHOPPE  Hosts: OPEN SHOW

• OCT 4; ABU OPEN HORSE SHOW at 
Francis Field.    801 E Francis Rd.  
New Lenox, IL.    Gail Wiot, Mgr. 
773-599-6116

• OCT 12: HAPPY NOTE TACK 
SHOPPE  Hosts: OPEN SHOW

• SPECIAL HORSE EVENTS:
• OCT 5: HAPPY NOTE TACK 

SHOPPE Hosts: HORSEY 
HALLOWEEN. 10623 Cline Av. 
Crown Point, IN. 219-365-4483

•
• NOV 15: HOLIDAY TACK SWAP at 

Francis Field. New Lenox, IL.       
Laura Verink 708-557-0896

• DEC 14: ABU CHRISTMAS PARTY at 
Sandy LaRoches’ home.     

• TRAIL RIDES:
• SEPT 6-10: ILL STATE STOCK 

HORSE ASSOC. Hosts trail ride at 
Cedar Lake Campground, Vienna, IL. 
Susannah Patten 815-772-7593

• SEPT 13 & 14: FVTR Hosts Sleezer 
Ride. RSVP foxvalleytrailriders.com

• OCT 4 &5: FVTR Hosts 2-day River 
Ride. Yorkville, IL. RSVP 
foxvalleytrailriders.com

• THE FAIRS:
• SEPT 3-7: Sandwich Fair. Sandwich, 

IL Larry Dannewitz   815-786-2159
• SEPT 4-7: CALHOUN APPLE ADV. 

CLUB. Hardin, IL. Ralph Zipprich   
618-576-2215

• SEPT 4-14: GALLATIN COUNTY 
FAIR.   Ridgway, IL. Sheila Pittman 
618-272-8971

•
•
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Reporter on the Scene
By Gail Wiot

Meet the Only Horse to Become a Marine Sergeant

Excerpt by Robin Hutton as published in the New York Post

“It’s that time of week, that particularly special day where we lay 
down our swords of battle and drink deeply  from the challis of
well-being and comradeship. Here at SFTHH we have, for
years, cherished our ‘Feel Good Sundays’ as a time to sit back,
take a deep breath and remind ourselves of why and for whom
we are fighting for…and of course, today shall be no different.

We have written, many times, about the true War Horse of the
United States that saved hundreds lives and served us all well 

during World War II, the decorated Marine…Sgt. Reckless.
And today we pluck an excerpt from a new book written by 
Robin Hutton called “Sgt. Reckless: America’s War Horse” in
hopes that it inspires you and helps to further solidify your 
conviction that what we are doing to protect the future 
well being of American equines, both domestic and wild, is a 
cause that must be seen through to it’s conclusion and is pure 
in both concept and nature.

Sixty years ago, a barrier was broken for the US military — the
first animal ever was promoted to sergeant. But Reckless the 

horse was no ordinary beast. Serving with valor in Korea, she 
saved the lives of fellow Marines and was decorated with
presidential citations and two Purple Hearts. In this excerpt
from the new book, “Sgt. Reckless: America’s War Horse”

(Regnery History), writer Robin Hutton tells her story.

Continue next page
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Continued:

In the spring of 1954, as the Korean War was winding down, Navy Corpsman Robert “Doc” Rogers decided to buy a 
Marine a drink.
“I heard stories about the guys. Marines would come in drunk off of liberty and they’d go down and say, ‘Let’s go down 
and let Reckless out.’ And they’d do it — just to see what trouble she’d get into.”
That Reckless was a horse didn’t really matter. She loved beer — and camaraderie.
“Sometimes the guys would be standing around talking and she’d walk right up to us and just stand there,” Doc Rogers 
said. “And somebody would be talking and she would look at him. And the other guy would start talking and she’d look 
at him. And another guy would talk and she’d look at him. It was like, ‘Hey, I’m a Marine. I’m one of you.’
“One night a bunch of us were all standing around in a circle, talking. There was a Marine lieutenant there. Lieutenant 
Louie was his name. And while we were talking, Reckless came up behind this one soldier and muzzled the back of this 
guy’s neck. Nipped him on the back of his neck. It scared him half to death and he screamed, ‘What the f—!’ and 
jumped and turned around. And he’s right face to face with Reckless, and shouted, ‘Get that motherf—–g nag out of 
here!’
“And Lieutenant Louie exploded on the guy and said, ‘That horse has done more for the United States Marine Corps
than you have, or ever will do. And besides that, she outranks you. And if I ever hear you talking to that horse like that 
again, I’m going to have you written up and court-martialed.’”
‘Reckless ! Let’s call her Reckless!” a voice cried out from the crowd of Marines gathered around their newest recruit. 
The name might have seemed ill-suited for a small, chestnut-colored horse with a blaze down her forehead and three 
white stockings.
But to the Recoilless Rifle Platoon of the 5th Marines, the moniker was perfect — it was their radio call sign and 
captured the toss-caution-to-the-wind attitude of men who relied on the “reckless” rifle.
The little Mongolian mare was born Ah-Chim-Hai, or “Flame-of-the-Morning,” and raised to race at a Seoul 
thoroughbred track. She officially joined the Marines on Oct. 26, 1952, after the commander of the Recoilless Rifle 
Platoon, Eric Pedersen, bought her for $250.
Not as a mascot, but because his unit desperately needed help hauling heavy guns and artillery over Korea’s rugged 
terrain. Trucks simply couldn’t negotiate the steep, rutted mountains, especially in frigid, icy conditions. Pedersen 
realized a horse would make the ideal ammunitions carrier.
Because it had no wheels and sat on a tripod, the 75 recoilless rifle, at 6-feet-10 inches long and weighing nearly 115 
pounds, was awkward and challenging to carry; moving it in the field usually required three and at times four men, 
though sometimes two could manage. It could throw a 75 mm shell several thousand yards with extreme precision.
Reckless was put through “hoof camp,” learning how to get on and off a trailer, carry the rifle and ammunition, and not 
stand behind the gun as it was fired. The horse was even taught to lie down or kneel in case she needed to crawl into a 
shallow bunker for protection from incoming fire.
After much experimentation, the platoon found Reckless could safely and easily carry six rounds of recoilless rifle 
ammunition in canisters without much trouble. Yet in the heat of battle, they found she could tote eight to 10 rounds, if 
necessary.
The day of Reckless’s long-awaited “baptism by fire” finally arrived in late November 1952. The intended firing line was 
the colorfully nicknamed “Hedy’s Crotch,” a valley between outposts Ingrid to the south and Hedy to the north (the 
Marines named the hills after famous actresses), in the center sector of the Jamestown Line.
The Jamestown Line was a series of defensive positions occupied by UN forces stretching about 35 miles from the 
Imjim River near Munsan-ni, to a point east of Kumhwa, South Korea. The distance from camp to the firing site was 
2¹/� miles. Part of the way could be traveled by Jeep, but the final five hundred yards was a steep climb to the 
ridgeline.
Three trucks were sent out at 10-minute intervals. The squad, led by Lt. Pederson and Sgt. Ralph Sherman, and 
weapon went out first, followed by Reckless in her trailer and finally the ammunition.
When they reached the base of the ridge, Reckless sensed something was up. She clambered out of the trailer, and 
headed straight to Technical Sgt. Joe Latham’s pocket, sniffing for chocolate.
But her trainer stopped her. “No pogey bait ’til this is over,” he said as he strapped on six canister rounds of high-
explosive shells on her and slapped her backside for encouragement. (“Pogey bait” is Marinespeak for non-issued food 
or drink, especially sweets.)

Ref: http://rtfitchauthor.com



For Sale: 2 Industrial Insect Zappers
Model: Gardiner AG-241.A6-970 and 
2 extra bulb lamps. Make an offer: Bob 
Ruzick at 815-685-2502

Looking for a home for:
14yr gelding. Russian Bred 
Purebred Arab. Bay. 15h. Stocky 
build. 3 white socks. Sound. Good 
Manners. Great Hunt Seat/Sport 
Horse prospect. Never shown. 
Video available. Contact 
razzledazzledog@att.net

Saddle Sale Equipment for Sale

Black Western Synthetic Saddle     

16” seat. $135.00 or OBO                   

Gail Wiot 773-599-6116.

Australian Western Stock Saddle.  
15 ½” Seat. $300 or OBO.            
View on Thurs  1p – 3p                 
Airy L’s Corral:  708-479-1320

2011 Sylvan AP 17” Seat, med 
tree, Lovatt & Ricketts/Arabian 
Saddle Co. Black Buffalo Leather. 
44” girth & all fittings $1700. 
Contact Jodi at 815-263-5322

For Sale: Purses, belts, wallets, jewelry, 

& more in time for Fall show season! 

www.thecrystalcowgirl.com

More items being added daily!       

Check out our facebook page.

Horse Boarding:

Private Barn in Frankfort

10’ x12’ Stalls, attached pen, & pasture 

available. Call Sue 815-530-0445

ABU Classifieds

Classifieds

Tell them you saw their ad in the ABU Newsletter! 

Trailer for Sale. 1998 4Star,  
2 horse slant, Gooseneck w/Living 
Quarters; New floor.  Portable Pen, 
All set for camping: Loaded.  Best 
Offer. Open to view every Thurs 
1p – 3p Sue 708-479-1320 

Horse Boarding
Private Barn in Manhattan area,
10’ x 12’ Stalls, turnout, 
Indoor Arena 50’ x 190’, 
Close to Wauponse Trail
Call Donna 815-325-6200



Support Our SponsorsSupport Our SponsorsSupport Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors

See The Airy L at The Marketplace  too!

The Marketplace on Laraway
Open All Year Sat & Sun 8am-4pm

2467 E Laraway Rd. Joliet, IL
(Between RT.52 & Gougar Rd.)

“Gail’s Emporium”,“Jakes Relixs”, 
Mo’tique Vintage Jewelry”, 
“Teriyakki” Vintage Decor,

“Hanks Hardware”, “Cindy’s Nook”, 
NEW-2-U Used  Home Furnishings 779-233-7593

John’s “Little This, Little That  Man Cave”
“Mad  Housewife Art “ by Julie

“GiGi Vintage” by Jacque 815-592-5916
Greg’s “Oldies but Goodies” 630-674-7918

“Bob The Collector”, 815-685-2502

“And more every weekend”

20% OFF COUPON 
WITH PURCHASE OF 
$5.00 OR MORE.

FLEA MARKET/CRAFT SHOWS, ETC.
SEPT 20: UNITED METHODIST CHURCH   FLEA MARKET on RT 30,     

Downtown, New Lenox, IL 9a-3p
SEPT 27: GRUNDY COUNTY CORN FEST at Fairgrounds, RT47 
North, Morris, IL.  8a-4p
OCT 12: BURGOO FESTIVAL, Downtown Utica, IL. 9a-5p
NOV 8-9: CROSSROADS ANTIQUE SHOW, Industrial Arts Bldg. 8895 
Court St. Lake County Fairgrounds, Crown Point, IN. Sat: 10a-4p, Sun. 
10a-3p.
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Tell them you saw their ad in the ABU Newsletter! 

Support Our SponsorsSupport Our SponsorsSupport Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors

CONGRATULATIONS TO!!!!
Beth Sanstrom for her 
Accomplishment in getting a
59.7% in Training Level Test 1 and
61.9% in Training Level Test 2 at
Hannaberry Farms under Ken Bordon
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Tell them you saw their ad in the ABU Newsletter! 

Support Our SponsorsSupport Our SponsorsSupport Our SponsorsSupport Our Sponsors

Your biz card here!
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Newsletter Ad Rates

One Issue             6 Issues
Full Page          $25 $125
1/21/21/21/2 Page $20                        $100
1/3 Page           $15 $85
1/6 Page           $ 9                   $50

Business cards: $15 for 6 Issues (payable in advance)
Classifieds: Members free.  Non-members 40 words for $3.00 + $.10 for each additional word
Covers: $35————deadline the 18th of the previous month.   Includes write-up or story
Newsletter will  be combined months: Jan/Feb,  Mar/Apr., May/June, July/Aug., Sept/Oct., Nov/Dec. 
773-599-6116 or 708-479-1320

2014  Prices

ABU Newsletter Editors

Gail Wiot 

Bearhorse6@yahoo.com

ABU Newsletter Editors

Suzanne Huml-Kyle

11508 W. 192nd St.

Mokena, IL 60448

NEW!!!!

ABU Website: www.abuarabianhorseclub.org


